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Mission Statement: 
 
The Salinas Union High School District develops educated learners to the highest standards, preparing them to achieve 
their life’s aspirations and to be productive citizens in a global society. 
 

Overview 
 
The goal of middle and high school education is to provide students with a rigorous and comprehensive academic 
program which will prepare them in becoming responsible and independent citizens of a global society. 
 
The quality of transition that takes place as the student moves from the more structured elementary school to the middle 
school environment and then on to the high school environment is important to the student’s emotional, mental and 
physical development.  Focus is centered on: 
 

 Academic achievement 

 Providing a variety of activities to explore greater possibilities for independent thinking 

 Exposing students to a more global sense of community to include cultural, academic and interest diversity 

 Providing a safe and orderly environment to foster a personal sense of community ownership and 
responsibility 

 Providing facilities that encourage and support the learning environment  
 
The design and construction methodology must include a high degree of flexibility to accommodate program changes in 
the future.  Furthermore, a high school building must be organized in a manner which ensures a sense of community and 
a personalized education experience for each student.  With this in mind the Salinas Union High School District high 
school capacity goal is to maintain an enrollment between 1,500 to 2,000 students. 
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Introduction 
 
The Salinas Union High School District High School Education Specification is relative to the District’s Master Plan.  The 
Educational Specification is a detailed outline of essential components of each high school facility to be built in the Salinas 
Union High School District as part of the Master Plan.  The Specifications will be adjusted, as appropriate, to meet the 
needs of each individual school construction project 
 
The Salinas Union High School District Master Plan assesses the future facility needs of the District and provides options 
to meet the twenty-two year need.  The Plan considers regional demographic data and development activities that may 
impact the student population.  The Plan identifies the existing facilities and examines various methods to house students.  
The District’s twenty-two year facility needs are identified by examining enrollment projections in concert with the existing 
facilities.  The Master Plan presents a Facility Plan, which meets the District’s twenty-two year facility needs and identifies 
decision points for the District.  The Master Plan also presents additional facility options that allow the District 
remove/eliminate portable classrooms, relieving overcrowding at existing school sites.  The Master Plan presents funding 
sources that may be used to accomplish the Facility Plan. 
 
The Master Plan projects that the District’s enrollment will grow up to 29 percent over the twenty-two year planning period 
(from 13,558 to 17,496).  This level of growth shows that the District will not have sufficient permanent facilities to house 
the anticipated enrollment over the twenty-two year planning period.  The District’s use of portable classrooms, while 
housing student population growth, has had some negative impacts such as reducing the play field areas, locker rooms, 
gymnasiums, kitchens and administrative/counseling areas at the school sites.  All school are on sites that are small than 
those recommended by the California Department of Education (CDE) and therefore have student densities above the 
CDE recommendations. 
 
The planning effort identified a series of goals of highest interest to the District and used those to develop and evaluate 
potential solutions for facility issues.  The goals, as identified by district administrators, are: 
 

 Eliminate portable classrooms that have become too old to maintain; reduce student densities on school 
sites which exceed CDE recommendations 

 Free up classroom space that can be used for special programs 

 Take maximum advantage of State school facility funds 

 Construction of one new middle school (middle school #5) with a capacity of 1,000 students 

 Construction of two new high schools (high school #5 with a capacity of 1,500 students and high school #6 
with a capacity of 2,000 students) 
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Implementation of the Master Plan will allow the District to remove some existing portable classrooms at all middle and 
high school campuses.  However, certain sites will still have portable classrooms that have become too old to maintain 
and site densities well above those recommended by CDE.  As a result, the Master Plan provides the District with two 
additional facility options that would allow the District to eliminate additional portable classrooms that are too old to 
maintain and further reduce their site densities.  These options are: 
 

 A second new middle school, as designated in the Master Plan, with a capacity of 1,000 students 

 A second, third and fourth new high school, as designated in the Master Plan, with a capacity of 2,000 
students 

 
The Educational Specifications are for the District’s high schools number 5, 6 and 7 and for middle school number 5 as 
indicated in the Master Plan.  The Master Plan names the future high schools as the second, third and fourth new high 
schools and the middle school as the second new middle school.  This is due to the existing 4 comprehensive high 
schools and the 4 existing middle schools.  The Education Specification outlines educational concepts and detailed facility 
needs.  It includes consideration of community values, current and future instructional strategies, impact of technology on 
education and cost constraints.  The implementation of facility standards establishes desired conditions for specific school 
facilities, but does not ignore the flexibility needed to accommodate specialized programs and unique site conditions of 
each campus.  The standards should be used to guide design professionals and should not be considered facility 
mandates.  While the design principals detailed in this document are a priority of the District, the Committee and District 
recognize that sufficient student housing is the first priority and the design elements will be adjusted as appropriate for 
each individual project based on the project’s funding sources, costs, site size and other constraints.  
 
School District’s that utilize State School Facility Program funding are required to submit Educational Specifications to the 
California Department of Education as a condition of Final Plan Approval of construction projects (Title 5, California Code 
of Regulations Section 14030[a]).  The Educational Specifications shall define the following: 
 

 Enrollment of the school and grade level configuration 

 Emphasis in curriculum content or teaching methodology that influences school design 

 Type, number, size, function and special characteristics of each space 

 Spatial relationships of the instructional area that are consistent with the educational program 

 Community functions that may affect school design 
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Site Selection 
 
All school sites shall ensure the safety of the District’s students and provide accessibility and compatibility within the 
surrounding community.  School sites should be located within the proposed attendance area to encourage student 
walking and promote neighborhood schools.  Site selection should look for opportunities for joint use of parks, libraries 
and other public services.  Based on the Title 5 California Code of Regulations, all school sites should not be located near 
high voltage power lines, hazardous waste or pollutants, railroad tracks, freeways, earthquake faults or within flooding 
zones.  Site soil conditions should not be susceptible to liquefaction or landslides.   
 
The District will make every feasible effort to follow the State of California, Department of Educations, School Site 
Selection Guidelines for each high school site.  Site acres and square footages will reflect the CDE recommended 
standards for educational spaces.  The District is committed to these standards but acknowledges that certain 
circumstances may prevent the standards from being met.  Two-Story construction will be explored to save valuable land 
resources whenever feasible. 
 

Facilities 
 
Maintenance – Maintenance and operations considerations were guiding principals considered during the development of 
Educational Specifications.  Easily maintained facilities will allow the District’s resources to be focused on the educational 
programs.  All District facilities shall be designed for longevity, ease of cleaning and convenient repair to ensure safe, 
quality teaching environments for all students and staff. 
 
Access Compliance – Compliance with the American’s with Disabilities Act is an essential design principle.  All District 
facilities shall have handicap accessibility and allow people with disabilities to participate fully in school and community 
life. 
 
Sustainability – School districts are increasingly recognizing the benefits of green schools.  Smart design of the District’s 
new construction and modernization projects can not only create comfortable and ideal environments for learning, but will 
reduce utilities and operating costs for the District.  Green schools cost less to operate, freeing up more resources to 
improve student learning.  Smart design that utilizes natural daylight improves learning and clean air design reduces 
illness and sick days.  The District will utilize innovative green design principles consistent with Collaborative for High 
Performance Schools (CHPS) and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) requirements, where feasible, 
to strengthen academic learning and give students a head start for a prosperous future.  The District will look for 
opportunities to incorporate green elements and materials into the design of its school facilities, but must consider the 
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upfront costs of green construction in conjunction with the operational savings to ensure a benefit to the District.  Green 
building will be considered on a project by project basis for feasibility and constraints.  The District will incorporate the 
mandatory Green Building Code requirements that become effective January 2011. 
 

Curriculum Content and Teaching Methodology that Influence Design 
 
Salinas Union High School District schools offer a comprehensive program of studies embracing the core curricular areas 
of English language arts, social science, career technical education, foreign language, physical education, mathematics, 
sciences, as well as visual and performing arts. 
The instructional focus of the District is for students to excel in the core content of curriculum, personal growth and moral 
development in order to graduate high caliber citizens for the community.  The District is committed to the traditional 
school structure, but will support and encourage individual school innovations that provide the small learning 
environments where students can excel.  Emphasis will be placed on basic skills and curriculum standards in the core 
content areas.  Teachers will be encouraged to deliver the curriculum through a variety of instructional methodologies and 
resources, including the use of technological services.   
 
The Governing Board believes that all students need to meet high standards of academic knowledge and skills.  In 
addition, they must have the ability to apply their skills to the workplace, where they will be required to adapt to emerging 
technologies and changing societal needs.  The Board therefore desires to provide an integrated school-to-career 
instructional program that extends from kindergarten through high school graduation and prepares all students to have: 
 

1. Mastery of skills and knowledge in mathematics, English, science, social science, career technical 
education, health and safety, physical education, foreign language and the arts. 

2. Ability to analyze, think creatively, solve problems, make decisions and apply knowledge and skills to real 
life situations. 

3. Strong communication and interpersonal skills. 
4. Experience with a variety of technologies. 
5. A flexible personal career plan based on: 

a.  Awareness of possible career paths. 
b. Career counseling. 
c. Consecutive work-site learning experiences. 
d. An understanding of all aspects of the industry the student is preparing to enter. 

6. Specialized skills that can lead to career entry positions or more advanced education. 
7. Respect for diversity of cultures and thoughts. 
8. Self esteem. 
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9. Awareness of the responsibilities of citizens in a democracy and the importance of community service. 
10. A positive work ethic and ability to work independently or on a team. 
11. Ability to seek out, organize and learn new information.  

The District Board of Trustee Goals are revised and adopted every four to five years.  They are designed to provide a 
seamless flow within the District.  District Goals and School Plans are aligned with the Board adopted Goals.  The Board 
goals in effect that pertain to the Educational Specifications are as follows: 
 

 Goal 1 – All students meet high standards of performance 
1.1 Increase the percentage of students who meet or exceed achievement levels 
1.2 Reduce the achievement gap between student groups 
1.3 Increase the percentage of graduates who plan to continue their education after high school 
1.4 Increase the percentage of students who attend school regularly and graduate from high 

school in a timely manner 
 

 Goal 2 – Students are provided rigorous, aligned and dynamic curriculum to master 
2.1 Collaborate to expand the development and implementation of aligned curriculum 
2.2 Expand coordination of curriculum with Career Technology Education 
2.3 Articulate with feeder districts, community colleges, California State University, and the 

University of California. 
 

 Goal 3 – The teaching, learning and working environments are caring, safe and healthy 
3.1 Promote a climate that supports equity, diversity and collaboration 
3.2 Increase safe, responsive, and healthy student behavior 
3.3 Enhance the appearance and condition of school facilities and equipment, including current 

levels of technology 
 

 Goal 6 – Facilities are provided to meet District education needs 
6.1 Provide appropriate technology to meet academic and operational needs 
6.2 Ensure adequate, efficient and energy-smart facilities 
6.3 Procure resources to meet District facility needs 
6.4 Collaborate with other community agencies to procure and build contemporary school facilities 

 
 
 



 11 

Core Concepts/Technology  
 
The District will use technology to improve the academic achievement and enhance the core curriculum.  Students will 
acquire benchmark skills, including data collection, ethical use of information, internet safety skills and will ultimately be 
prepared for lifelong learning and success in our digital society.  Technology is embedded through curriculum and will be 
available for student use within the classroom, as well as within computer lab settings.  All students will be required to 
meet District requirements for basic computer applications and have access to computer-assisted learning and research 
opportunities.  In addition to the classroom features, each school will have at least one computer laboratory for instruction 
and student use.  The District’s Education Technology Plan goals are: 
 

 Goal 1 – Meet the performance goals established for the District by NCLB, as quantified by our API and AYP 
targets, with special attention to underperforming subgroups, including English Learners and Special 
Education students. 

 Goal 2 – Continue to maintain and strengthen our technology infrastructure and the workforce resources 
needed for efficient, reliable, and sufficient administrative and curricular purposes. This can be achieved 
through fostering partnerships with, e.g. Regional Occupation Program, and Monterey County Office of 
Education, and by ongoing equipment investment, coupled with appropriate human resource allocation. This 
includes a smooth, well-supported rollout of the new student information system, eSchoolPLUS. This goal 
will require the district to aggressively pursue funding sources to support a plan to bring the student-
computer ratio to acceptable levels and produce a more equitable distribution of technology resources 
across the SUHSD. It will also require an increased level of coordination, communication, and the 
establishment of consistent protocols between the Instructional Services, Information Technology, Human 
Resources, and Research & Assessment divisions. 

 

 Goal 3: Using ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education) NETS-A and NETS-T, California 
Standards for the Teaching Profession, and California Academic Standards, develop a continuous ongoing 
professional development strand that is interwoven throughout all aspects of teachers’ professional work – 
from basic technology skills to developing rigorous academic content that integrates technological resources 
seamlessly. Support will have to be differentiated across the continuum to include new teachers as well as 
veterans. Extra attention will need to be devoted to training in critical media literacy skills for ALL district 
members to promote safety and appropriateness in the educational environment.   
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 Goal 4: Increase the level of equitable access that students have to technology in classrooms as a tool for 
learning, collaborating, and exploring. Use Project-Based / Inquiry Learning to help drive this shift to student-
centered learning and use ISTE NET-S standards to help measure achievement. 

 
At the high school level, coursework will satisfy University of California and California State University requirements for 
college entrance and the school facilities will need to accommodate the rigorous curriculum.  The emphasis on core 
academic studies will be supplemented with career technical education.  The District’s high school campuses will provide 
occupational training and certifications in conjunction with the Regional Occupational Program.  Emphasis will also be 
placed on co-curricular and extra-curricular opportunities for students.  High schools will feature strong programs in a 
variety of performing and visual arts, career technical education and athletics. 
 
Community Functions that Influence Design – The District is committed to fostering a partnership with the community and 
making schools an integral part of the community.  The District recognizes schools are centers of their respective 
communities and supports facilities that allow access to and use by community groups.  Community groups may be 
granted use of facilities such as gymnasiums, fields, stadiums, performing arts center/theaters, swimming pools, libraries, 
multipurpose rooms, etc after school hours.  Campus design should maximize community use, as feasible, while ensuring 
safety and security for students, staff and the facilities. 
 
Joint Use Facilities – The District is committed to pursuing joint use with local agencies to maximize facility access to the 
community of Salinas.  Funding mechanisms will be researched and whenever possible applied to assist with this goal.  
 
Master Plan – The District’s Master Plan for the next 22 years includes a new middle school with enrollment of 1,000 and 
two new high schools with enrollments of 1,500 and 2,000 respectively.  This plan will allow the District to house all 
students over a twenty-two year planning period and begin to eliminate portable classrooms that are too old to maintain 
and create site densities that are in excess of those recommended by CDE.  There are options in the Master Plan to allow 
a 7th and 8th high school and a 6th middle school dependent upon development and site densities.   
 
Administration/Student Services – Immediately upon entry visitors will be greeted in the administration “welcome area.”  
The principal and support staff offices and guidance services will be located in a centralized area at the main entrance of 
the school.  The assistant principals as well as some of the itinerant services will be located in this general area to allow 
easy access by students and parents.  Area will be provided for school psychologist and counseling program. 
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Infrastructure – In addition to the main buildings, the school campus needs the following amenities to ensure the efficient 
operation of the school. 

 Staff and student restrooms 

 Custodial supply storage rooms 

 Covered circulation walkways 

 Staff and visitor parking proportional to the school enrollment 

 Bus drop-off and parent drop-off 

 All facilities comply with the American’s with Disabilities Act 
 

High School Facilities 
 
Classrooms will provide comfortable learning environment for instruction in the core curriculum content areas.  
Technology and data connections will be incorporated into the classroom design to complement curriculum.  Classrooms 
shall be located in close proximity to core facilities and restrooms.  To the extent possible, classrooms shall be located 
away from off-site noise, such as traffic and on site noise such as music rooms.  Teacher workrooms will be provided per 
subject in the classroom areas.  Space and furniture arrangement shall be flexible to allow for group instruction, breakout 
areas for individual instruction and to allow a variety of teaching methodologies.  Required furniture and equipment will be 
provided at each area of the campus.  All classrooms, student learning areas, shall be equipped, as circumstance allows, 
with adequate quantity and spacing of electrical outlets, a 16’ tack board and a 16’ tack-able information board, LCD 
projector, screen and speakers, interactive “Smart Boards” and sufficient technology infrastructure and equipment to 
accommodate teaching needs.  Facilities at the high school level will be designed to the following standards to the extent 
allowable by circumstance: 
 
Standard Classroom 
 

 980 square feet 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls with secured storage spaces 

 Flooring – carpet tile square or vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and 
around sinks/wet areas. 

 Prep area for 3-4 classrooms 
 
Special Education Classroom 
 

 980 square feet 
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 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls with secured storage spaces 

 Flooring – vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 
 
 

Business Computer Labs – computer labs will supplement the computer-assisted instruction within the core curriculum 
classrooms and will provide opportunities for pull-out programs and student research.  Computer labs should be located 
on the ground floor for easy transportation of equipment and the computer station configuration should allow for maximum 
supervision from the teacher workstation.  Classroom lighting should minimize screen glare and eye strain. 
 

 1,500 square feet 

 Prep are for 2 Labs 

 Workstations for 40 students 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls 

 Flooring – carpet tile square or vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and 
around sinks/wet areas. 

 
Science Labs – science labs will provide an educational environment for the instruction of biology, earth science, 
chemistry and physics.  Students can participate in experiments, analyze data and make scientific conclusions.  
Laboratories should be located on the ground floor for easy transportation of heavy supplies and projects.  Technology 
and data connections will be incorporated into the classroom design to complement curriculum. 
 

 1,500 square feet 

 36 student capacity 

 Prep area for 2 Labs 

 16’ sliding white boards. 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls 

 Flooring – vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 Lab stations with utilities appropriate to the subject matter, which may include:  Gas, Compressed Air, 
Water, Electrical, at teacher and student workstations 

 Emergency Gas Shut Off at Teachers Workstation 

 Chemical Resistant counters and project storage 

 Chemical Storage and Flammable Storage Cabinets as required for Hazardous Material Management 

 Dishwasher/sink 

 Exhaust Fume Hoods for Chemistry Labs 
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 Eye Wash station and deluge shower 

 Interactive “Smart Board” 
 
 
Home Ec/Life Skills 
 

 1,500 square feet 

 Prep area 

 Designated teaching area 

 6 fully equipped cooking stations 

 1 Teacher fully equipped cooking station 

 Pantry storage sufficient for supplies 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls 

 Flooring – vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 Hot/Cold water, dishwasher, refrigerator/freezer, washer and dryer 
 
Trades/Industry/Visual Arts (will vary per site) 
 

 2,500 square feet 

 Prep area 

 Designated teaching area 

 Designated project work area 

 Flooring –vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls 

 Flooring –vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 Manufacturing Equipment required for trade/industry course 

 Student storage for projects, including flat files 
 
Library/Media Center/Textbook Room – the library will serve as a quiet space for students to study and read between 
classes and for small groups of students to work on group assignments.  Large work tables will allow students to spread 
out their books and papers and to be fully engaged in their studying.  The library will also house the school’s collection of 
books and will serve as the school research center.  The library should be proportional to the maximum planned school 
enrollment and may be combined with the media center and/or multipurpose room, if needed.  Arrangement for the 
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checkout counter/librarian desk/office, should be positioned to maximize visual supervision of the study areas and stack 
space. 
 

 11,000 square feet 

 Storage 

 Shelving 

 Book check out security system 

 Offices with counter serving area 

 Flooring –Carpet tiles.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 High Density Textbook Storage System 
 
Theater 
 

 10,000 square feet 

 Ramp style seating for 250-300 to ensure visibility 

 Stage w/lighting and sound 

 Lobby/Ticket Booth 

 Projection/Control Room 

 Green Room 

 Dressing Rooms w/restrooms, sinks, mirrors, lighting 

 Costume/Set Storage 

 Consider video conferencing capabilities 

 Acoustics 
 
Music/Choral Studios  
 

 5,000 square feet (2500 sq ea.) 

 Storage (instruments/sheet music) 

 Sink 

 LCD projector, projector screen and speakers 

 One 16’ white board, one 16’ with staff lines 

 Acoustics, tack-able wall surfaces 

 Flooring –Acoustical or Carpet tiles.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 
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Dance Studio 
 

 5,000 square feet 

 Changing Rooms w/costume storage, mirrors 

 Hard wood flooring 

 Mirrored walls and lighting 

 LCD projector, projector screen and speakers 

 One 16’ white board, one 16’ with staff lines 

 Acoustics, tack-able wall surfaces 
 

Large Gymnasiums 
 

 Large Gym 27,000 square feet 

 Retractable Bleachers seating both sides 

 Sound system with ceiling mounted speakers 

 Wall mounted scoreboard with operation controls (wireless) 

 Athletic storage room 

 Chair and table storage 

 Athletic wood flooring lined for basketball, volleyball, badminton 

 Retractable basketball hoops 

 Consider weight room and aerobic room to be located within or in close proximity to the gymnasium building 

 Foyer with display cabinets, restrooms and ticket booth 

 Infrastructure for video conferencing capability, screens, data drops, LCD projector 

 Weight Room 

 Wrestling Room 

 Locker rooms, including restrooms, showers and drinking fountain, coaches offices; sufficient size to allow 
students to dress each period, data capabilities 

 
Small Gymnasium 
 

 8,000 square feet  

 Retractable Bleachers one side 
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 Sound system with ceiling mounted speakers 

 Wall mounted scoreboard with operation controls (wireless) 

 Athletic storage room 

 Chair and table storage 

 Athletic wood flooring lined for basketball, volleyball, badminton 

 Retractable basketball hoops 
 
Multipurpose/Food Service – the multipurpose room will serve as a space for various activities, including assemblies, 
extracurricular activities, student lunch and should be designed with flexibility to accommodate such uses.  The location of 
the multipurpose room should provide convenient access to outside eating areas and restroom facilities.  The food service 
areas will provide the necessary space for the District’s nutritional program that will nourish the students and promote 
healthy minds and bodies. 
 

 11,900 square feet 

 Location allows for efficiency of delivery trucks 

 Area for cafeteria line is designed for the flow of traffic at lunch period(s) 

 Computer terminals at serving windows and mobile food carts 

 Sufficient computer data drops to suit the needs of the food service program 

 Adequate space for refrigeration and preparation of foods to accommodate maximum number of students 
planned for the school 

 Adequate quantity and placing of electrical outlets on all walls 

 Adequate dry storage 

 Restroom with sink 

 Resilient flooring 

 Complies with local health department requirements 

 Ceiling mounted LCD projector, wall mounted projector screen and ceiling mounted speakers 

 Storage room for tables and chairs 

 Staff eating/serving area 

 Outside covered eating area 
 

Physical Education/Athletics – the District considers physical education an essential part of the school curriculum that will 
produce healthy and confident students who will develop into high caliber citizens for the community.  Physical education 
spaces should be of sufficient size and quantity to accommodate course requirements for the school enrollment.  A variety 
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of physical education amenities should be included in the campus design in order to provide a comprehensive physical 
education program and should include hard-courts, turf fields and indoor spaces.  The layout of the physical education 
spaces should allow for optimum supervision and should not be obstructed by buildings that impair surveillance. 
 

 Outdoor basketball, tennis courts. 

 Play fields to accommodate baseball, softball, soccer 

 Stadium – track, football and soccer.  Plan to include restroom facilities, concession, spotter’s booth, sound 
system, wireless scoreboard, lights and bleacher type seating 

 Weight room in close proximity to gymnasium 

 25 to 50 meter pool and associated buildings 

 Large and Small Gymnasiums 

 Wrestling Rooms 
 
Vision-Guiding Principal for School Facilities – The California Department of Education envisions facilities that are learner-
centered, safe, sustainable, centers of community and that enhance all students’ achievement.  The Salinas Union High 
School District agrees with these principals and will incorporate these ideals, whenever possible, in siting and designing 
school facilities: 
 

 Reflective of the Board adopted Facilities Master Plan and Education Specifications 

 Supportive of parents, teachers, and staff in the implementation of the educational program, the closing of 
achievement gaps and workforce development 

 Safe from existing and potential hazards and incompatible land uses 

 Security conscious with a focus on supervision and prevention 

 Conducive to comfortable, attractive and stimulating environments that support collaboration and diverse 
learning styles and opportunities 

 Responsive to current and future information, communication and technology needs 

 Sustainable and efficient in the use of energy and natural resources that optimize construction and life cycle 
costs, limit green house gas emissions and encourage walking and bicycling 

 Supportive of student health, nutrition and fitness 

 Derived from an open community-based and comprehensive planning process including all stakeholders 
and early dialogue with all involved planning agencies 

 A part of the full spectrum of community facilities that support opportunities for joint-use and education 
partnerships 
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 Accommodating of a complete campus, accessible to all and adaptable to future demographic, educational 
and community needs. 

 
Middle School Facilities 
 
Classrooms will provide comfortable learning environment for instruction in the core curriculum content areas.  
Technology and data connections will be incorporated into the classroom design to complement curriculum.  Classrooms 
shall be located in close proximity to core facilities and restrooms.  To the extent possible, classrooms shall be located 
away from off-site noise, such as traffic and on site noise such as music rooms.  Teacher workrooms will be provided per 
subject in the classroom areas.  Space and furniture arrangement shall be flexible to allow for group instruction, breakout 
areas for individual instruction and to allow a variety of teaching methodologies.  Required furniture and equipment will be 
provided at each area of the campus.  classrooms, student learning areas, shall be equipped, as circumstance allows, 
with adequate quantity and spacing of electrical outlets, a 16’ tack board and a 16’ tack-able information board, LCD 
projector, screen and speakers, interactive “Smart Boards” and sufficient technology infrastructure and equipment to 
accommodate teaching needs.  Facilities at the middle school level will be designed to the following standards to the 
extent allowable by circumstance: 
 
Standard Classroom 
 

 980 square feet 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls with secured storage spaces 

 Flooring – carpet tile square or vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and 
around sinks/wet areas. 

 Prep area for 3-4 classrooms 

 Interactive “Smart Board” 
 
 
Special Education Classroom 
 

 980 square feet 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, optional teaching walls with secured storage spaces 

 Flooring – vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 
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Science Labs – science labs will provide an educational environment for the instruction of sciences appropriate to the 
middle school age student.  Students can participate in experiments, analyze data and make scientific conclusions.   
Technology and data connections will be incorporated into the classroom design to complement curriculum. 
 

 1,200 square feet 

 36 student capacity 

 16’ sliding white boards. 

 Storage cabinet(s) as required per course, chemical resistant counters with sinks, optional teaching walls 

 Flooring – vinyl composition tile or sheet vinyl.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 Dishwasher/sink 

 Interactive “Smart Board” 

 Teacher workstation for experiments 

 Code required safety equipment 
 

 
 
Library/Media Center/Textbook Room – the library will serve as a quiet space for students to study and read between 
classes and for small groups of students to work on group assignments.  Large work tables will allow students to spread 
out their books and papers and to be fully engaged in their studying.  The library will also house the school’s collection of 
books and will serve as the school research center.  The library should be proportional to the maximum planned school 
enrollment and may be combined with the media center and/or multipurpose room, if needed.  Arrangement for the 
checkout counter, librarian/staff office, should be positioned to maximize visual supervision of the study areas and stack 
space. 
 

 6,000 square feet 

 Storage 

 Shelving 

 Book check out system 

 Offices with counter serving area 

 Flooring –Carpet tiles.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 Sufficient technology required for workstations in library and media center 

 High Density Textbook Storage System 

 Interactive “Smart Board” 

 Conference Room 
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 Testing Room 
 

 
Music Room 
 

 2,000 square feet 

 Storage (instruments/sheet music) 

 Sink 

 Acoustics, tackable wall surfaces 

 Flooring –Acoustical or Carpet tiles.  Floor mats at entrances/exits and around sinks/wet areas. 

 Adequate quantity and placing of electrical outlets on walls  
 
 
Gymnasium 
 

 12,000 square feet  

 Retractable Bleachers seating both sides 

 Sound system with ceiling mounted speakers 

 Wall mounted scoreboard with operation controls (wireless) 

 Physical Education Equipment storage room 

 Chair and table storage 

 Athletic wood flooring lined for basketball, volleyball, badminton 

 Retractable basketball hoops 

 Infrastructure for video conferencing capability, screens, data drops, LCD projector 

 Wrestling Room 

 Locker rooms, including restrooms, showers and drinking fountain, coaches offices; sufficient size to allow 
students to dress each period, data capabilities 

 
Multipurpose/Food Service – the multipurpose room will serve as a space for various activities, including assemblies, 
extracurricular activities, student lunch and should be designed with flexibility to accommodate such uses.  The location of 
the multipurpose room should provide convenient access to outside eating areas and restroom facilities.  The food service 
areas will provide the necessary space for the District’s nutritional program that will nourish the students and promote 
healthy minds. 
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 9,000 square feet 

 Full Service Kitchen - complies with local health department requirements 

 Location allows for efficiency of delivery trucks 

 Area for cafeteria line is designed for the flow of traffic at lunch period(s) 

 Computer terminals at serving windows and mobile food carts 

 Sufficient computer data drops to suit the needs of the food service program 

 Adequate space for refrigeration and preparation of foods to accommodate maximum number of students 
planned for the school 

 Adequate dry storage 

 Restroom with sink 

 Resilient flooring 

 Ceiling mounted LCD projector, wall mounted projector screen and ceiling mounted speakers 

 Storage room for tables and chairs 

 Staff eating/serving area 

 Versatile flooring for eating and activities 

 Outside covered eating area 
 

Physical Education/Athletics – the District considers physical education an essential part of the school curriculum that will 
produce healthy and confident students who will develop into high caliber citizens for the community.  Physical education 
spaces should be of sufficient size and quantity to accommodate course requirements for the school enrollment.  A variety 
of physical education amenities should be included in the campus design in order to provide a comprehensive physical 
education program and should include hard-courts, turf fields and indoor spaces.  The layout of the physical education 
spaces should allow for optimum supervision and should not be obstructed by buildings that impair surveillance. 
 

 Outdoor basketball 

 Play fields to accommodate softball/baseball 

 Track with soccer/football field inside track area 
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The Salinas Union High School District follows Title 5, California Code of Regulations for School Facilities Construction.  
Title 5 regulations may be viewed at www.cde.ca.gov/LS/fa/sf/title5regs.asp.  
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/LS/fa/sf/title5regs.asp

